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7. Social Participation
Caring for the earth and future generations is an important 
and undisputable part of TSMC’s corporate social 
responsibility. In 2012, in addition to continuing its existing 
plans and projects, TSMC has combined the company’s 
resources with its employees’ love and wisdom to work 
together and build a sustainable society, care for the earth, 
show compassion for the underprivileged, and eliminate 
urban/rural disparities. Starting with the idea of “sharing 
brings strength,” TSMC published the books “TSMC’s 
Green Power” and “TSMC’s Green Action” to communicate 
the actions we have taken to protect the environment 
and maintain a sustainable society over the years, as well 
as share our experience in applying for domestic and 
international green building certifications. We have donated 
copies of the book to public and university libraries around 
Taiwan in the hopes that it will attract more resources to 
the cause of sustainability. 

In 2012, The TSMC Volunteer Society, TSMC Education 
and Culture Foundation, and colleagues from many 
different fabs travelled throughout Hsinchu, Taichung, 
Tainan and Taitung to bring warmth and care to elderly 
veterans, children in halfway houses, elementary school 
students in rural areas, university students from low-income 
families, children with type-1 diabetes, and elderly people 
living alone. We provide moral support by spending time 
with them, and also by providing economic assistance at 
appropriate times. Among these, several children in Taitung 
with severe cases of diabetes have diligently controlled 
their blood sugar levels and shown rapid improvement, 
rekindling hope in their lives after a year of encouragement 
and reminders from our volunteers.



TSMC 2012 Corporate Social Responsibility Report

62

In addition, we have continued to promote science and 
art education. Besides inviting children from rural areas to 
visit museums, galleries, and science centers, TSMC has 
funded the Taipei Fine Arts Museum’s “TSMC Children’s Art 
Education Center,” which will become an important base 
for childhood aesthetic education once it is completed. At 
the same time, we have invested funding and gathered 
public and private resources to improve high school physics 
experiments and trained a group of teachers to develop 
outstanding science talent. For the fi rst time, TSMC also 
held the “High School Academic Express,” sponsoring 
Tsinghua University Professors to speak on cutting-edge 
technology and everyday science to high school students 
in north, central, and southern Taiwan as well as outlying 
islands, receiving a enthusiastic response.

In sustainability, we are committed to selfl ess sharing of 
our knowledge. In 2012, TSMC offi cially assembled its 
Ecology Volunteers, who guide visitors through TSMC’s 
green campus in Taichung and the Pheasant-tailed Jacana 
Ecology Educational Park in Taichung. We also continued 
the previous year’s Industrial Water Conservation Class. 
In addition, we extended our experience-sharing with 
an Industrial Power Conservation class this year. TSMC 
also held the fi rst Corporate Volunteer Forum, creating 
a platform for dialogue between industry, government, 
and academia to discuss volunteerism from different 
perspectives, including theory and practice.

Thanks to the passion and commitment of our colleagues, 
TSMC won the highest score out of all semiconductor 
companies in the “Social Dimension” of the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Index 2012 survey.

We hope that these efforts can act as a force for uplifting 
society, and that all parts of society can grow in love, 
happiness, health, and prosperity with the resources that 
we commit. We also hope that the example we provide 
can encourage society to join us in cherishing the earth’s 
precious resources.

7.1  TSMC Education and Culture 
Foundation

TSMC continued to promote science and art in 2012, when 
the TSMC Foundation contributed over NT$60 Million to 
long-term projects in promoting education and culture. 
In science education, the TSMC Foundation cooperated 
with the Wu Chien-shiung Education Foundation and the 
Ministry of Education for a project in “Raising the Ability of 
High School Physics Experiments,” and this public/private 
partnership gained broad recognition from the educational 
community. The Foundation also supported National Tsing-
hua University’s “Senior High School Academic Express” 
an academic lecture series in senior high schools. In art 
education, TSMC brought 10,000 students to visit the 
exhibition “King Wu Ding and Lady Hao: Art and Culture of 

Volunteer Program 8%

Communities 15%

Other 7%

Education 53%

Art Events 17%

Sponsorship by 
the TSMC 

Foundation in 
2012

NTD$63,377,460

Four Commitments of TSMC Education and Culture Foundation
TSMC is dedicated to being a leading Taiwan corporate citizen and is an active sponsor of education and cultural activities. 
To maximize the impact of our contributions, TSMC established the TSMC Education and Culture Foundation (the TSMC 
Foundation) in 1998. Currently, F. C. Tseng, TSMC Vice Chairman, serves as the Chairman of the Foundation, which has 
been pioneering various projects to fulfi ll our long-term commitment to education and culture. The four principles of TSMC 
Foundation are: “Commitment to Education”; “Contribution to TSMC Site Communities”; “Sponsorship of Arts”; and “Support 
for the Employee Volunteer Program”. If you would like to learn more about the Foundation, please access the offi cial site of 
the TSMC Foundation (www. tsmc-foundation.org).

the Late Shang Dynasty” in the National Palace Museum. 
The Foundation also continued its support of the Taipei 
Fine Arts Museum to establish the “TSMC Children’s Art 
Education Center,” which will begin operating at the end 
of 2013. Aside from fi nancial sponsorships, the TSMC 
Foundation also supports the TSMC Volunteer Society, 
organizing employees to devote themselves to the caring of 
the underprivileged in our communities.
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7.2  Commitment to Education: Promotion 
of Appreciation for Arts & Cultivating 
Science Talent

A pool of talented people is essential to the development 
of our economy. As a leader in Taiwan’s knowledge-based 
industry, we regard cultivating talent for society as a core 
responsibility of TSMC. The Foundation tailors various 
programs to target a whole range of education at different 
age levels. At the primary school level, the Foundation 
donates books to the primary schools in remote townships 
to bridge the gap between urban and rural areas. We 
also take students from remote townships to visit science 
museums and arts centers to inspire their interest in arts 
and science. For secondary schools, we support a science 
camp for teachers and students to cultivate science talent. 
At the same time, we also hold literary activities to show 
our concern for education in the humanities. At the college 
level, the Foundation continues to donate scholarships and 
professorships to raise the level of academic research.

The Primary-School Level – Inspiring Children’s 
Interests for Science and Aesthetic Education
At the primary-school level, the Foundation’s focus is 
on aesthetic education. In 2002, the TSMC Foundation 
launched the “TSMC Aesthetic Tour” program to take 
children from remote townships to visit exhibitions in 
the National Palace Museum and the Taipei Fine Arts 
Museum. The Foundation hopes that these tours can offer 
underprivileged children a chance to inspire their interest 
in art. As part of TSMC’s aesthetic education plan, the 
TSMC Foundation continued to support the Taipei Fine Arts 
Museum to expand the “TSMC Children’s Art Education 
Center,” which will be an important base for promoting 
children’s art education in Taiwan.

●   TSMC Aesthetic and Science Tour/TSMC Children’s Art 
Education Center

The TSMC Foundation always places equal emphasis 
on inspiring children’s interest in arts and science. The 
Foundation launched the TSMC Aesthetic Tour in 2002, and 
the TSMC Science Tour in 2010. Through these two tours, 
the Foundation takes students from remote townships 
around Taiwan to visit museums, art sites, and science 
centers to cultivate their interest in both arts and science.

King Wu Ding and Lady Hao: Art and Culture of the Late Shang Dynasty
King Wu Ding and Lady Hao of the late Shang dynasty (ca. 13th-11th c. BCE) serve nowadays as an exemplary couple in the 
history of Chinese rulers. Their story, however, did not come to light until the twentieth century, more than three millennia after 
they lived.

Wu Ding was the 23rd king of the Shang dynasty and lived around 1200 BCE. Textual records indicate his uncle, King Pan 
Geng, had moved the Shang capital to Yin (modern Anyang, Henan). After the reigns of King Xiao Xin and Xiao Yi, Wu Ding 
finally came to the throne. Ruling for 59 years, he demonstrated concern for the people while respecting and recruiting virtuous 
and capable people for his administration, paving the way for the heyday of the Shang dynasty. As a result, he was later 
posthumously entitled “Gaozong,” meaning “Lofty Ancestor,” and praised in history as a leader of dynastic revival. Lady Hao 
was a favored consort of King Wu Ding. Although not recorded in later historical texts, records of Lady Hao found on oracle 
bones had already made a name for her by the end of the Qing dynasty. In oracle bone inscriptions, Lady Hao appears as a 
mother, a priestess, and even a battle leader.

This exhibition gathers together the essence of cultural objects excavated from the ruins of Yin by the Institute of History and 
Philology at Academia Sinica and the Institute of Archaeology at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences along with treasured bronzes from the Henan 
Museum. In addition, the Royal Ontario Museum in Canada and the National 
Museums Scotland have generously loaned two precious oracle bones. There 
were 363 precious exhibits in total.

TSMC Foundation sponsored 10, 000 students from primary and high schools 
to visit this exhibition to cultivate their understanding of Chinese history and 
culture and appreciation of traditional art.

In art education, in 2012 the TSMC Foundation sponsored 
12,000 students to participate in the “TSMC Aesthetic 
Tour”. This year, in addition to the annual visiting schedule, 
we took more than 10,000 students from junior high 
schools and primary schools to visit the exhibition “King 
Wu Ding and Lady Hao: Art and Culture of the Late Shang 
Dynasty” to increase their understanding of Ancient Chinese 
Art and Culture. Over the last 10 years, over 78,000 
students have participated in this series of tours to cultivate 
their appreciation of art.
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In addition to sponsoring museum visits, the TSMC 
Foundation also supported the establishment of a facility 
for promoting children’s art education. The Foundation 
cooperated with the Taipei Fine Arts Museum to establish 
a “Children’s Art Education Center,” the most substantial 
alteration of the museum’s space since its opening. The 
upcoming “Children’s Art Education Center” consists of a 
gallery, workshops, and a courtyard to serve as a dedicated 
art education space to serve children nationwide. This project 
is scheduled to be completed and inaugurated in 2013.

In Science, this year the “TSMC Science Tour” continued 
to take more than 2,000 children from remote school 
districts to the National Taiwan Science Education Center, 
National Museum of Natural Science, and National Science 
and Technology Museum. Assisted by professional guides, 
children interacted with various exhibits firsthand to 
experience the charm of science.

●   Hope Reading Program 
Since 2004, TSMC has sponsored the Hope Reading 
Program initiated by the CommonWealth Educational 
Foundation. This program is a campaign to narrow the 
gap in educational resources between rural and urban 
areas caused by disparities in wealth. By providing books 
to children in remote and underprivileged areas of Taiwan, 
TSMC hopes to promote literacy and inspire interest in 
reading among these children so that they will have good 
books to read and the opportunity to one day leave poverty 
behind through education. From 2004 to 2012, the 
Foundation has provided two hundred rural schools with 
150,000 books and supported 25,000 children.

The High-School Level – Nurturing Science and 
Humanities
At the high school level, TSMC emphasizes the need for a 
balanced education in both science and the humanities. In 

science, collaborating with the Ministry of Education and 
the Wu Chien-Shiung Foundation, the TSMC Foundation 
continued the project “Lifting the Ability of High School 
Physics Experiments” for the third consecutive year. In 
addition to teachers’ training, the Foundation supported 
National Tsing-hua University in launching the “Senior High 
School Academic Express” to bring science knowledge 
to secondary school campuses. At the same time, the 
Foundation continued to sponsor science camps for 
talented science students to meet with world-class scholars 
and inspire their scientific potential.

●   “Raising the Level of High School Physics Experiments” 
Program

Since 2010, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, 
the TSMC Foundation has continued to sponsor Wu Chien-
Shiung Foundation to carry on the project “Raising the 
Level of High School Physics Experiments”.

“Raising the Level of High School 
Physics Experiments” is comprised 
of two major parts. The first is 
to establish a full series of high 
school physics experimental kits, 
which are legal copies based 
on the training material of the 
International Physics Olympiad. 
These experimental kits will serve 
as an important database for 
high school physics education. 

The second part is to hold a camp for science teachers. 
With the assistance of the Ministry of Education, we will 
recruit science teachers to participate in the science camp 
during summer and winter vacations. One week’s training 
offered science teachers a chance to enhance their teaching 
skills and experimental abilities. As of the end of 2012, the 
program has provided professional development for 159 

science teachers, reaching over 30,000 high school students 
nationwide.

●   Tsing-Hua University “Senior High School Academic 
Express”

The TSMC Foundation also supported National Tsing-hua 
University in holding the “Senior High School Academic 
Express” to promote lecture courses in scientific knowledge 
at 12 senior high schools. Tsing-hua University is one of the 
most important academic bases in Taiwan, and through 
the “Senior High School Academic Express,” the results of 
Tsinghua’s research can be showcased and shared with 
the public and students. The project arranges for Tsinghua 
University professors to hold lively and easy-to-understand 
lectures on technology and everyday science. The lectures 
are held in twelve senior high schools across Taiwan 
and in the outlying island of Kinmen, and has gained an 
overwhelmingly positive response. Through this project, 
we look forward to inspiring student interest in academic 
research  

●   Science Talent Camp 
To cultivate talented young scientists, the Foundation 
continued to sponsor the Wu Chien-Shiung Science Camp, 
as well as the Wu Ta-Yu Science Camp, and sponsored 
the Madame Curie Chemistry Camp for the first time in 
2011. These camps provide talented students with the 
opportunity to hold discussions with world-class scientists 
with the goal of inspiring students and helping them realize 
their potential.

2012 was the fifteenth anniversary of the Wu Chien-Shiung 
Science Camp, and was also Dr. Wu Chien-Shiung’s 100th 
Birthday Anniversary. To celebrate the anniversary, the 
camp especially invited Dr. Richard Ernst, Dr. Shu Chien, 
Dr. Frank Hsia-San Shu, and Dr. Norden E. Huang, 4 world-
class scientists in the fields of chemistry, biology, astronomy 
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and physics to speak to 143 gifted youths and 35 science 
teachers for one week. The theme of the 11th Wu Ta-
Yu Science Camp was “The Future World of Innovative 
Materials: From Basics to Application” and 12 world-class 
scientists in related fields were invited to present their 
studies and new trends in their fields to 88 outstanding 
students from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. This year we 
also continued to sponsor the Madame Curie Chemistry 
Camp. A total of 142 students from senior and junior high 
schools gathered to listen to speeches by top-notch masters 
to inspire their interest in chemistry.

●   TSMC Youth Calligraphy Contest 
The art of calligraphy is a distinguished legacy of 
Chinese culture. To preserve this art in the modern era 
of technology, the TSMC Foundation encourages young 
people to learn calligraphy and continue this artistic 
tradition. In addition to the contest, the Foundation also 
organized various campaigns in 2011 to cultivate student 
and public appreciation of calligraphy.

In addition to the calligraphy competition, we also held a 
program in which young calligraphers experienced the art 
of writing on bamboo scrolls, gathering over 100 students 
from Taipei First Girl’s High School and Jianguo High School 
to write calligraphy at the century-old heritage site“ Taipei 
Story House”. Under the guidance the famous pop-lyrics 
writer-Vicent Fang and the poet Yilin Yan, through writing 
calligraphy on bamboo scrolls, the students not only 
expressed their creativeness but also realized the beauty of 
calligraphy. In addition, the Foundation continued to bring 
educational resources in calligraphy to campuses, holding 3 
workshops to showcase the history and modern application 
of this traditional art. The TSMC Foundation hopes to 
encourage younger generations to appreciate traditional 
Chinese art through calligraphy.

●   TSMC Youth Literature Award
The Foundation has held the “TSMC Youth Literature 
Award” for 9 years, and works entered in the competition 
have become more sophisticated and diverse each year. 
Numerous former winners continue to submit new works 

Responses from Participants in the Madame Curie 
Chemistry Camp
“All the professors and professionals who talked to us brought new meaning 
to this saying: There are two types of people in the world—those who aspire 
to become great and those who create greatness.”

--- Hsinchu Experimental High School, Fan-sheng Don

“To my surprise, the Chemistry Camp does not only talk about chemistry. The 
founder invited a lot of professors and professionals in various fields, such as 
biology, physics, and even humanities. The topics of lectures introduced us to 
industries, environmental protection, and daily life, and how theories of chemistry apply to these fields. All of the lectures made 
me understand we can see chemistry everywhere in our life.”

--- Taichung Hisao-ming High School, Yun-ya Chu

to newspapers and magazines. Since last year, we have 
been inviting noted writers and poets to get together with 
former winners. Through close communication, young 
writers are encouraged to have the confidence to create 
more. Our annual literature gathering has also become an 
important feature of this literature award.

Thoughts from a Judges of the TSMC 
Calligraphy Competition
“It is not easy for high school students to create such 
beautiful works, especially since it takes a lot of practice 
time from their preparations for college exams. However, I 
would point out that imitating the ancient masters’ work 
is not only way to learn calligraphy. Maybe art teachers at 
schools can encourage our younger generations to write 
calligraphy in more creative and modern angles so they 
can easily access this traditional art.”

--- The Renowned Art Educator, Mr. Han Bo-teh

“The competition really encourages students and youth 
who enjoy writing calligraphy and engraving chops. In my 
memory, early chop-engraving styles were not as diverse 
asthe ones presented in the competition. From this we 
can see the young artists’ hard work and creativity. An 
enterprise like TSMC has the resources to cultivate public 
appreciation for traditional art, which is great. I hope this 
competition can last for a long time.” 

--- Renowned Chinese Painter, Mr. Chao Tseng
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former artistic director of Opera Australia, spent three 
years on this work. A delicate Japanese stage featuring 
tatami (Japanese mats), a Zen pond, Japanese sliding 
doors, cherry blossom petals and flower arrangements, 
is combined with a modern, minimalist style and a 19th 
century American flavor. Music director Shao-Chia Lü 
conducted the premiere of the work in the Sydney Opera 
House in 1997, setting a record of multiple engagements 
and earning accolades as the best interpreter of Puccini’s 
operas. The TSMC Foundation was honored to sponsor 
this exquisite production, showcasing not only Taiwan 
artists’ phenomenal performance ability but also setting an 
example for Sino-western art and culture exchange.

The opera “Madama Butterfly,” presented by the National Symphony Orchestra (NSO), showcased not only Taiwan Artists’ 
phenomenal performance ability but also set an example for Sino-western art and culture exchange.

“Chuang-tzu’s in Hsin’s View” – A Radio Program
The TSMC Foundation has long been devoted to reviving 
Chinese traditional culture. Since 2008, the Foundation 
has worked with Hsinchu radio station IC Radio to present 
a series of broadcasts by Professor Hsin Yih-yun on the 
Analects of Confucius. We hope that Professor Hsin’s simple 
but inspiring lessons help more people understand the 
wisdom of the Analects.

After the Analects of Confucius, the Foundation continued 
to promote another Chinese Classic, Chuang-tzu. We again 
invited Professor Hsin Yih-yun to produce a Radio program 
“Chuang-tzu’s in Hsin’s View”. Through Professor Hsin Yih-

The College Level – TSMC Mentor Scholarship and 
Chair Professorship
In 2012, the TSMC Foundation continued to sponsor the 
“TSMC Mentor Scholarship” to support underprivileged 
students attending National Tsing Hua University and 
National Central University. In addition to providing financial 
support, the Foundation recruited senior TSMC employees 
to mentor the students regularly. We hope that the rich 
experience of TSMC employees can provide insightful advice 
for students both in school and in their future career paths. 
At the same time, the Foundation continued to endow 
chair professorships to strengthen academic research.

7.3 Promotion of Arts and Culture
The TSMC Education and Culture Foundation is devoted 
to the promotion of arts and culture. Over the years, 
the Foundation pioneered several innovative approaches 
and our positive feedback from the public has prompted 
many companies to join our efforts. In addition to inviting 
international performance groups to Taiwan, we also aspire 
to raise the quality of domestic performing arts through 
exchanges, and to give society deeper knowledge and 
appreciation of the arts.

Sponsorship of the Opera “Madama Butterfly”
“Madama Butterfly,” “Tosca” and “La Bohème” are 
Puccini’s three major operas, and the first brings together 
the best elements of his operas: the cultural differences 
between the East and the West, international love, divisions 
in social class, and the contrast between old traditions and 
modern culture. These elements make it a constant hit in 
major opera houses.

In 2012, the National Symphony Orchestra and its music 
director Shao-Chia Lü invited Opera Australia and Taiwan 
vocalists to present this classic opera. The Producer 
and director of the production, Moffatt Oxenbould, a 
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yun’s rich knowledge and vivid examples, we hope that 
more people can understand Chuang-tzu’s philosophy, and 
gain wisdom from it.

The Literature Salon at the Taipei Story House
The TSMC Education and Culture Foundation firmly believes 
that the protection of cultural assets not only involves 
structural maintenance but also spiritual replenishment 
through continual rejuvenation of cultural heritage sites. 
Acting on this conviction, the foundation in 2007 provided 
funding for the monthly Literature Salon at Taipei Story 
House. Through regularly-held book readings by the authors, 
the spirit of the humanities has been instilled in the physical 
structure of heritage sites. These events allow artists and 
writers to come together in old homes filled with history. 
They have also given the edifice itself a new lease on life.

7.4  Community Building – the TSMC Hsin-
chu Festival

The Foundation continues to promote arts and cultural 
activities in our site communities. Every year we organize 
the TSMC Hsin-Chu Art Festival to bring cultural activities to 
these high-tech cities and encourage a greater appreciation 
for the arts in these communities. In past years, through the 
Foundation’s invitation, numerous masters such as Chinese 
Opera performers Pai Hsien-yung, Wu Hsing-kuo, Wei Hai-
ming, and Li Bao-chun as well as the great classical music 
masters Lin Cho-liang, Li Yun-di, Ann-Sophie Mutter, James 
Galway, and Kun Woo Paik brought these communities 
marvelous performances and concerts. Over the last ten 
years, more than 230,000 participants have enjoyed the 
programs presented by the TSMC Hsin-chu Festival. 

This year, following the in the footsteps of TSMC’s newest 
manufacturing facility, the Hsin-chu Art Festival was held 
not only in Hsinchu and Tainan, but also in Taichung. 

For Chinese opera fans, the Foundation hosted “One 
Hundred Years on Stage” performed by the Guoguang 
Opera Company. Gathering together Taiwan’s most 
fantastic performers, the play led the audience to look at 
the history of Chinese opera through a web of love, lust 
and hatred among operatic performers and characters on 
and off the stage. Two Taiwan major orchestras gathered 
at the festival for the first time. The National Symphony 
Orchestra performed H. Berlioz’s masterpiece “Symphonie 
Fantastique” in Hsinchu, and the National Taiwan Symphony 
Orchestra performed E. Grieg’s piano concerto in A minor. 
In addition to the theater performances, the Foundation 
also organized two activities with French Pianist Jean-Yves 
Thibaudet in the public spaces of our communities, held a 
children’s concert “The Animal Festival” at the Hsinchu Zoo, 
and the children’s drama “Visiting Little Confucius” held at 
the Confucius Temples in both Hsinchu and Tainan. TSMC 
hopes to reinvigorate the public spaces of our communities 
by infusing them with the energy of art. More than 40 
performances of the 2012 Hsin-Chu Festival attracted over 
15,000 inhabitants of Hsinchu, Taichung and Tainan.

Encouraging Arts Appreciation in Communities –
TSMC Hsin-chu Art Festival
Since 2003, the TSMC Foundation has been organizing art festivals to 
encourage a greater appreciation for the arts in our site communities. 
The tenth Hsin-chu Art Festival, follwoing the footsteps of TSMC’s newest 
manufacturing facility, the Hsin-chu Art Festival was held not only in Hsinchu 
and Tainan, but also in Taichung More than 40 performances of the 2012 
Hsin-Chu Festival attracted over 15,000 inhabitants’ participation.

7.5  TSMC Volunteer Program – “Long-
term Commitment to Chosen Service 
Themes”

Social responsibility has always been part of the 
TSMC corporate culture. In addition to developing 
semiconductors, solar energy, and solid-state lighting, 
making contributions to Taiwanese society is also an 
essential part of the company’s role. At the same time, 
the company offers employees volunteer activities outside 
working hours to provide them with a focus outside of their 
professional life. The TSMC Volunteer Program, under the 
leadership of Ms. Sophie Chang (Su-feng Chang), persists in 
the objective of, “long-term commitment to chosen service 
themes,” and encourages our colleagues to participate in 
volunteer activities with joy and wisdom. This objective 
corresponds with TSMC Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer Morris Chang’s expectations for the Volunteer 
Program, and our hope is that through volunteer activities, 
our colleagues can strike a fulfilling balance between their 
work and life. (TSMC Employee Volunteer Program 
Video )

http://www.tsmc.com/english/video/csr.html
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The TSMC Volunteer Program coordinates many forms 
of volunteer services. Employees of TSMC and TSMC 
associates, as well as their family members, are invited, 
to participate in this Program. It now includes the TSMC 
Volunteer Docent Program, the TSMC Reading Volunteer 
Program, TSMC Energy Saving Volunteer Program, TSMC 
Community Volunteer Program, and the TSMC Ecology 
Volunteer Program. The following are brief descriptions of 
these programs: 
●   The TSMC Volunteer Docent Program recruits employee 

volunteers to serve as docents on weekends and holidays 
at the “World of Semiconductors” exhibition hall in the 
National Museum of Natural Science, Taichung. They 
introduce semiconductor science and technology to 
museum visitors in a way that is easy to understand. Up 
to now, a total of 3,578 volunteers have participated, and 
volunteer docents have served more than 47,400 hours.

●   The Volunteers of TSMC Reading Volunteer Program 
travel long distances to read stories to students in remote 
elementary schools in Hsinchu, Taichung and Tainan. 
Stories and books are supplements for limited educational 
resources in these rural areas, expanding the children’s 
mind, ideas, and thoughts. Since 2004, the program 
has recruited 1,351 volunteers, total reading hours have 
exceeded 23,800, and more than 12,000 students have 
participated. 

●   The TSMC Energy Saving Volunteer Program was formed 
in 2008, mainly by TSMC employees with expertise in 
energy conservation. The team helps to assess energy 
saving solutions for senior high schools and to suggest 
possible improvements. The Program initially served two 
high schools in Hsinchu. In 2012, the service was extended 
to schools in Hsinchu, Taichung, and Tainan. Presently, 
the team consists of more than 50 energy saving experts, 
who are all striving to preserve the natural environment of 
Taiwan and the earth.

●   The TSMC Community Volunteer Program was founded 
in 2010. Volunteers regularly visit the elderly at the 
Hsinchu Veterans Home and the children at the St. 
Teresa Children’s Center. When Typhoon Morakot struck 
southern Taiwan in 2009, TSMC employees established the 
Typhoon Morakot Project Team to provide assistance and 
relief measures to typhoon victims. The team later became 
the Community Volunteer Program, aiming to reach out 
to those most in need. In March 2012, our efforts were 
expanded to serve underprivileged children with type 
1 diabetes in Taitung. Volunteers visit these children or 
talk to them online to ensure they receive regular insulin 
injections and to give warm and timely care. The program 
has recruited more than 770 volunteers, and the total 
service hours have exceeded 10,000. 

●   The TSMC Ecology Volunteer Program was established in 
Taichung and Tainan in 2012. After a three-phase training 
course on the ecosystem around the fab site, the Taichung 
volunteers serve as eco-tour guides for neighboring 
elementary and junior high schools. Members of the 
Tainan team serve as guides on weekends and holidays 
at the Tainan Jacana Ecology Educational Park, educating 
visitors on the jacanas’ behavior and ecology.

In 2012, when TSMC Volunteer Program was preparing to 
enter its first decade, President Ms. Sophie Chang (Su-feng 
Chang) contemplated on how to lead TSMC volunteers to 
make good use of their abilities and experiences to step 
forward into the future in a more meaningful way. With 
the belief that “sharing creates power,” President Chang 
proposed holding an interdisciplinary “Corporate Volunteer 
Forum” planned and executed by colleagues in the related 
departments of TSMC. The forum invited representatives 
from the government, academia and industries to share 
volunteer experiences from different perspectives. Through 
a conversation between theory and practice, the forum has 

inspired more possibilities for the roles of volunteers and 
enriched the meaning of corporate social responsibility.

The first Corporate Volunteer Forum was hosted by 
President Chang in 2012. More than two hundred 
representatives from the government, academia and 
industries participated in the event. Among them, 
representatives from industries accounted for 90% of the 
participants. TSMC Senior VP, Chief Financial Officer and 
Spokesperson, Ms. Lora Ho and Vice President of Human 
Resources, Mr. L.C. Tu both attended the forum.

The concrete and practical volunteer experiences shared by 
the guests in the forum helps to save the time and cost that 
industries must spend to learn how to carry out volunteer 
activities. After the forum, TSMC continued to receive 
invitations and requests for sharing corporate volunteer 

TSMC 
Volunteer 
Program

Scope of TSMC Volunteer Program Services
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experiences from many industries in Taiwan. It shows that 
the accumulated volunteer experience of TSMC not only 
helps to extend our corporate values, but can also make a 
broad impact on society.

TSMC Volunteer Docent Program: Promoting Science 
Education
Sharing knowledge is one important way for a corporation 
to serve and respond to its communities. The spread 
of knowledge furthers people’s understanding of their 
environment and may inspire future generations and bring 
forth change in society. Based on this principle, as well 
as to promote science education and improve people’s 
understanding of the semiconductor industry, TSMC made 
a donation to the National Museum of Natural Science 

(Taichung) in 1997 to set up an exhibition hall – “The 
World of Integrated Circuits”. In 2003, TSMC sponsored 
the renovation of the hall, and renovations were completed 
in 2011 with additional exhibits on LED lighting and solar 
energy. Renamed “The World of Semiconductors,” this 
exhibit aims to offer visitors an interactive and entertaining 
way to understand the principles and the development 
of semiconductors as well as the links between the 
semiconductor industry and daily life.

Since 2004, TSMC Education and Culture Foundation has 
recruited employees and their family members to serve as 
volunteer docents at the exhibition hall on weekends and 
holidays to promote science education.

In 2006, youth volunteers were also recruited. Employees 
were encouraged to invite their high school-aged 
children to join the Volunteer Docent Program. The 
volunteer experience not only strengthens their parent-
children relationships, it also educates their children to 
make contributions to society. In 2007, the Program was 
expanded to recruit new volunteers from TSMC-affiliated 
companies, including Vanguard, VisEra, Xintec, and Global 
Unichip. In 2012, employees of TSMC SSL (TSMC Solid State 
Lighting) and TSMC Solar also joined the Program, adding 
new blood to the volunteer team and further expanding 
TSMC’s social service and contribution.

The enthusiasm and professionalism of TSMC volunteer 
docents have been highly appreciated by visitors, and each 
year the team is recognized as an “Outstanding Volunteer 
Team” by the National Museum of Natural Science.

TSMC Books Reading Volunteer Program: Spreading 
Seeds of Knowledge
While globalization has helped to spread technology 
around the world, economic inequality has also increased. 

TSMC Volunteer Docent Program 
Accomplishments

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
 Total volunteers: 3,578 Total hours served: over 47,400 hours

Employees Family Dependant Youth Volunteer
MTK VIS, VisEra, GUC

20
28

194

28
208

27
18

192

50
28
26

206

69
45
39

204

67
41
62

300

106
63
76

355

80
59
49

294

132
63

114
404

The knowledge disparity between rich and poor is now 
depriving numerous children of opportunities to choose 
their path in life. To help narrow the rural-urban gap in 
educational resources, the TSMC Education and Culture 
Foundation has been sponsoring the Hope Reading Program 
of CommonWealth Magazine since 2004, donating around 
20,000 books annually to 200 elementary schools in remote 
areas of Taiwan. In this way, the Foundation hopes to build 
a bridge to the world for underprivileged children.

In the same year, the Foundation recruited employees and 
members of their families to form a volunteer team, aiming 
to strengthen reading interest among young children in 
remote areas. The volunteers read books provided by the 
Hope Reading Program to students of elementary schools 
allied with CommonWealth, encouraging them to make the 
most of the learning resources available. 

TSMC Books Reading Volunteer Program 
Accomplishments

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total volunteers: 1,351      Total reading hours: over 23,800      Students served: over 12,000

FHsinchu Taichung Tainan

49 41
82

44
116

51
105

42
106

33
121

62
132

52
21

245

49
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During the first year, 49 volunteers joined the Program 
and served in two elementary schools located in remote 
townships in Hsinchu. Over the years, the children’s eager 
looks and enthusiastic responses have drawn more and 
more volunteers to join the Program. The volunteers use 
their personal time to travel long distances and read stories 
to those children, hoping to show the world to the students 
through books and to develop a reading culture in their 
communities.

Besides reading stories, the volunteers have come up with 
a great variety of ways to stimulate the students’ interest 
in reading. They prepare plays and other activities for 
different holidays to combine reading with everyday life, 
so that the children will see reading as part of their life. 

Foreign employees were recruited in 2009 to volunteer 
in the English Reading Program at Lu-Fong Elementary 
School. Their goal is to improve the children’s confidence 
in speaking English and their overall English proficiency. 
Working regularly with the children over the long term, 
the volunteers have developed profound friendships with 
them. What these children enjoy is not only the pleasure of 
reading, but also a heartwarming friendship with the TSMC 
volunteers.

The Books Reading Volunteer Program benefits both 
the children and the volunteers. Volunteers often find 

themselves gaining a great deal by giving. Since its 
initiation, the Program has recruited 1,351 volunteers, 
total reading hours have exceeded 23,800, and more than 
12,000 students have participated. The volunteers’ selfless 
work is greatly appreciated by the schools and the children. 
This Program has been sharing its experiences with other 
reading volunteer groups, and has been featured in media 
reports. TSMC hopes that the spirit of the Program will 
spread in society and inspire more reading programs.
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Program promotes education on energy conservation, 
and Jin-ping Elementary School in Hsinchu County is our 
pilot school for this education program. In 2011, the 
service was further extended to the Taichung area, and the 
Program succeeded in helping Taichung First Boys’ High 
School and Taichung First Girls’ High School save a great 
deal of energy. It truly realizes the promise that “where 
there is TSMC, there is a Volunteer Program”. In 2012, the 
volunteers devoted over 950 hours to serving schools in 
Hsinchu, Taichung and Tainan.

The Energy Saving Volunteers not only endeavor to save 
energy for the company but also contribute their expertise 
and passion, and do the best they can to preserve the earth 
and Taiwan.

To teach correctly electric power using knowledge, 
volunteers played with children in elementary school 
via simply equipments.

TSMC Energy Saving Volunteer Program: Loving and Preserving the Earth
With accelerated global warming, the depletion of limited natural resources and the energy crisis, public environmental 
awareness is rising, and saving energy has become a common goal for everyone. TSMC recruited employees with expertise 
in energy conservation to start the Energy-Saving Volunteer Program and has provided schools in the Hsinchu, Taichung, 
and Tainan areas with professional consulting services. Through inspection and communication, the team helps to develop 
energy-saving plans for schools to improve energy efficiency.

The Energy Saving Volunteer Program was founded in 2008 by 25 professional 
volunteers consisting of TSMC employees. Initially, the Program 

served schools in the communities near TSMC 
headquarters. Two high schools in Hsinchu were 

chosen, and a team was sent to each school 
to assist in lowering water, electricity 

and telecommunication bills, as well 
as saving energy consumed by 

air-conditioning and improving 
environmental safety. After 
assessing the facilities, collecting 
data, and evaluating energy 
efficiency, the teams propose 
energy-saving plans and 
methods to the schools.  

The team’s professional service 
has been much appreciated by 

these schools. In 2009, the service 
was extended to schools in Tainan. In 

2010, the team began to accept requests 
from schools. In addition to offering energy-

saving assessments, the Energy-Saving Volunteer 
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 TSMC Community Volunteer Program: Caring for the 
Disadvantaged
In 2009, Typhoon Morakot struck southern Taiwan, and 
TSMC employees were deeply saddened by the suffering 
caused by this disaster. Led by Ms. Sophie Chang (Su-feng 
Chang), the president of the TSMC Volunteer Program, 
TSMC employees immediately established the Typhoon 
Morakot Project Team and provided timely assistance and 
relief measures to typhoon victims. After this experience, 
realizing that there were still many neglected disadvantaged 
people in society, President Chang hoped to recruit more 
TSMC employees to devote themselves to community 
service. Consequently, the Project Team became the 
Community Volunteer Program in 2010, aiming to reach 
out to those most in need. 

The elderly and the young are the focus of the TSMC 
Community Volunteer Program. Taiwan has become an 
aging society in recent years; the population aged 65 and 
above is more than two million, and one-fifth of them need 
help with day-to-day tasks. One the other hand, for young 
people living in an unstable environment, positive influences 
at the critical stage of their personality development and 
good parent-child interactions are more crucial than ever. 
Youth in children’s homes who lack the warmth of family 
love certainly need companionship and support even more.

TSMC Community Volunteers focuses on serving the elderly 
at the Hsinchu Veterans Home and the children at the St. 
Teresa Children Center. Initially, in 2010, 156 volunteers 

joined the Program and held regular activities that closely 
connect the elderly veterans, children and volunteers. In 
March 2012, new volunteers were recruited to expand the 
service to underprivileged children with type 1 diabetes in 
the Taitung area. Later in April 2012, 36 volunteers went to 
Taitung to visit the children for the first time. So far, a total 
of more than 770 volunteers have participated, and they 
have served more than 10,000 hours.

Volunteers at Hsinchu Veterans Home: In 2012, there 
were 308 TSMC Community Volunteers regularly visiting 
the elderly at the Hsinchu Veterans Home. The volunteers 
were mainly divided into three groups:
●   Go Sports: The volunteers invited the elderly to play 

sports together. They played croquet with the elderly in 
the morning every two weeks, and other games were held 
from time to time, offering seniors opportunities to stretch 
their bodies and also enjoy the stimulation of competition. 

●   Glee Club: The volunteers designed more static activities 
for the elderly with disabilities in the health care center 
of the Veterans Home. They sang for the elderly veterans, 
interacted with them through games, or invited them 
to sing karaoke together and let the joy spread through 
cheerful melodies. 

●   Art Workshop: In the art workshops, the volunteers and 
the elderly veterans participated in interesting art projects 
such as rock painting. During the creative process, these 
seniors can enjoy the beauty of art. At the same time, the 

volunteers and the elderly grew to know each other while 
doing the projects and chatting.

On December 8, 2012, the TSMC Community Volunteers 
held holiday activities at the Hsinchu Veterans Home. A 
round table banquet was held for the elderly to celebrate 
an early Chinese New Year. The volunteers also invited one 
of Taiwan’s most famous symphony orchestras to perform 
for the elderly. They had a truly joyful weekend together.

Volunteers at St. Teresa Children Center: A team of 62 
volunteers visited the Children Center and gave the children 
timely care and companionship, and they participated in 
the activities as below:
●   One-on-one Care: On the monthly “St. Teresa’s Family 

Day,” volunteers spent the weekend with the children. 
Sometimes they had a weekend tour, while other times 
they stayed at the Children Center and studied together.

●   Summer Camp: It was a three-day camp held in 
Kaohsiung for the children to get some real life experiences 
outside the Children Center. While traveling in Kaohsiung, 
the volunteers designed many real-life scenarios to train 
the children to solve daily problems on their own, helping 
them establish the abilities to adapt to the society. It is 
hoped that the children can lead their lives independently 
after leaving the Children Center.
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Volunteers planted vegetation to afforest Fab 15 site.

●   Happy Hours in Tom’s World: The volunteers took the 
children to Tom’s World, an amusement arcade in Hsinchu 
Big City shopping mall and had lunch at McDonald’s. The 
volunteers and the children spent a wonderful afternoon 
together.

Taitung Project: In 2012, TSMC Community Volunteer 
Program recruited 36 volunteers to visit the children with 
type 1 diabetes in the Taitung area. We have participated in 
the following activities with the children: 
●   Warm-up: TSMC Community Volunteers first visited the 

children in April 2012. The warm-up activities helped the 
volunteers and the children become familiar with each 

other. Later, the children were divided into five groups as 
five little “families” to maintain a long-distance friendship 
with the volunteers. 

●   Summer Gatherings: To establish intimate friendship 
with the children and eliminate the sense of unfamiliarity, 
the volunteers interact with them through online network 
and express their care by sending them postcards from 
time to time. Besides, the volunteers also seized the days 
of summer vacation and planned “family trips” for the 
children, making their relationship much closer through 
activities.

●   Dream Trip: To reward the children who had been 
working hard on blood sugar control and had made great 
progress, the volunteers planned a two-day Dream Trip to 
take the children to travel around in Taipei City. 

TSMC Ecology Volunteer Program: Prompting 
Environmental Preservation
In 2012, the TSMC Volunteer Program established the 
new Ecology Volunteer Program, which represents TSMC’s 
devotion to environmental protection and conservation. 
The team recruits employees who are highly concerned 
about ecological and environmental issues, and trains them 
as eco-tour guides for visitors and students from nearby 
elementary schools. The following are the guided tours of 
the Program:

TSMC Fab 15, Taichung: The team recruited 47 ecology 
volunteers from Fab 15 in Taichung Science Park. The 
volunteers must first complete a three-phase training 
course on native plants in the area to be fully equipped 

One-on-one Care: TSMC Community Volunteers 
spent the weekend with the children every 
month. Sometimes they had a weekend tour, 
sometimes they did art activities, while other 
times they stayed at the Children Center and 
studied together.

with knowledge that ecology guides require. The guided 
tours started on December 27, 2012, introducing students 
of Ruu-Liou Elementary School to the ecosystem around the 
fab site.

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Ecology Educational Park, Tainan: 
The team has recruited 91 colleagues and their family 
members. They serve as guides on weekends and holidays 
in the Tainan Pheasant-tailed Jacana Ecology Educational 
Park, promoting conservation of the endangered Pheasant-
tailed Jacana. 
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